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SUMMARY OF BILL:  Increases the fine from an amount not exceeding $50 to an 

amount not exceeding $1,000 for a second offense of using a hand-held mobile telephone or 

personal digital assistant to transmit or read written messages while operating a motor vehicle.  

 

 

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Increase State Revenue – Net Impact - $9,500 

 

 Increase Local Revenue – $500                
 

  

  

 Assumptions: 

 

 The Department of Safety and Homeland Security (DOS) estimates 250 second offense 

convictions per year under current law. 

 Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-8-199(d), the current fine for texting while driving 

shall not exceed $50.  The maximum fine specified under current law applies to first-

time offenders as well as multiple offenders. 

 The average fine for second offense convictions is estimated to be $25 under current 

law. 

 The fine for second offense convictions proposed under this bill is an amount not to 

exceed $1,000.  The average fine for second offense convictions under the bill is 

estimated to be $100.  Given an estimated 300 percent increase in the average fine for 

second offense convictions, the number of such offenses is assumed to decrease by 25 

percent as a result of the bill.  Therefore, the annual number of second offense 

convictions under this bill is estimated to be 188 (250 x 75.0%). 

 Twenty percent of fines will not be collected due to indigence. 

 Local governments receive five percent of fine revenue as commissions. 

 The recurring increase in fine revenue is estimated to be $10,040 [(188 x $100 x 80.0%) 

under the bill - (250 x $25 x 80.0%) under current law]. 

 The recurring increase in local government revenue is estimated to be $502 ($10,040 x 

5.0%).   
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 The net recurring increase in state revenue is estimated to be $9,538 ($10,040 - $502).    

 Any decrease in state and local expenditures from processing fewer citations is 

considered not significant.  

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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